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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

m Responsive to communication(s) filed on 10 November 2003 . 
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closed in accotdance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11. 453 O.G. 213. 
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12)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a H d) or (f). 

aOAII b)D Some * c)D None of: 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Williams et al in view of Sioshansi et al (5123924) Noiles (3848272) and Lower 
(4573458). 

Williams et al discloses a medical implant consisting essentially of a material 
selected from the group consisting of cobalt chrome alloy and austenitic stainless steel 
alloy, such that the implant comprises a core and surface layer, wherein the surface 
layer is hardened by the process of activating the surface by applying a layer of iron 
thereto, and thereauer carburizing the surface at a temperature and for a time 
insufficient for carbides to form on the surface layer. (Note Williams et al provides for 
hardening bearing structures.) While Williams et al is not specific to the particulars of 
the medical implants, each of Sioshansi.et al, Noiles and Lower teaches the use of 
cobalt chromium and/or stainless steel 316 in the manufacture of medical implants 
including orthopedic implant component selected from the group of an acetabular cup, a 
femoral head, a femoral stem, a glenoid cup, a humeral head, a humeral stem, a distal 
femoral condylar implant, a proximal tibial implant, and a fixation plate. Moreover, 
Shioshansi, et al teaches the benefits for hardening the bearing surfaces of the implant 
to reduce wear arid improve tribiologic function of the implant. If no. inherent in Williams 
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et al, examiner contends that it would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the 
art to fabricate the medical implants of Williams et al in the form of an orthopeadic 
device including an acetabular cup, a femoral head, a femoral stem, a glenoid cup, a 
humeral head, a humeral stem, a distal femoral condylar implant, a proximal tibial 

implant, and a fixation plate. 

Claim 1 is directed to an implant formed from a material of either cobalt chrome 
or austenitic stainless steel. Implant formed of these materials are clearly disclosed by 
Williams et al, Sioshansi et al, Noiles and Lower. 

Claim 2 is directed to an implant formed from a material of stainless steel, 
implant formed of these materials are clearly disclosed by Williams et al, Sioshansi et 

al, Noiles and Lower. 

Claim 3 is directed to a joint implant formed from a material of cobalt. Implant 
formed of these materials are clearly disclosed by Williams et a., Sioshansi et al, Noiles 
and Lower. Joint components is taught by Sioshansi.et al and Noiles. 

Claim 4 is directed to a joint implant wherein the cooperating bearing surfaces 
are formed from a material of cobalt. Implant formed of these materials are clearly 
disclosed by Williams et al. Sioshansi et al, Noiles and Lower. The cooperationg joint 
components formed of cobalt is taught by Noiles. 

Claims 5-8, the particulars of the components are taught by Sioshansi, et al and 

Noiles. 
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Claims 9 and 10 are directed to an implant formed from a material of either cobalt 
chrome or austenitic stainless steel. Implant formed of these materials are clearly 
disclosed by Williams et al, Sioshansi et al, Noiles and Lower. 

Claim 1 1 is directed to a joint implant formed from a material of cobalt. Implant 
formed of these materials are clearly disclosed by Williams et al, Sioshansi et al, Noiles 
and Lower. Joint components is taught by Sioshansi,et al and Noiles. 

Claim 12 is directed to a joint implant wherein the cooperating bearing surfaces 
are formed from a material of cobalt. Implant formed of these materials are clearly 
disclosed by Williams et al, Sioshansi et al, Noiles and Lower. The cooperationg joint 
components formed of cobalt is taught by Noiles. 

Claims 13-16, the particulars of the components are taught by Sioshansi, et al 

and Noiles 

Claims 17-20, the particulars of the component are taught by Lower. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DAVID J ISABELLA whose telephone number is 703- 
308-3060. The examiner can normally be reached on MONDAY-FRIDAY. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, CORRINE MCDERMOTT can be reached on 703-308-21 1 1 . The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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